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Disaster Response Ministry 

When cleaning out a flooded home, it is important to plan ahead in order to “Work Smarter, 

Not Harder”.  A little bit of planning ahead of time will help you in the long run 

WORK SAFELY AND PROTECT YOURSELF 

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Boots, gloves and a N95 mask are the minimum 
equipment that you need 

• Ensure Proper Ventilation – A flooded home without power will get hot and stuffy quickly.  
Mold will begin growing in as little as two days, so open windows and use fans if available 
to ventilate the spaces 

• Avoid Use of Chemicals – As you clean out the house, don’t use chemicals such as 
bleach to clean.  Bleach is a toxin and can cause more problems 

• Protect Yourself from Heat Exhaustion – Stay hydrated and take a lot of breaks. 

Things that must be discarded if wet 

Drywall 

Insulation 

Mattresses, pillows, cushions 

Upholstered furniture 

Particle board furniture 

Things that may be able to be saved 

Books 

Photos 

Solid wood furniture 

Appliances (depends on depth of 

water) 

If you are uncertain if something can be salvaged, it may be better to keep it and make 

the decision later.  If you take something to the street and it has value, someone else 

may pick it up before you get the chance to change your mind! 

Each community will determine what they want you to do with debris that is discarded.  

The diagram on the back of the sheet shows the most stringent requirements – Most 

communities do not go to this extent.  Make sure that you know the requirements in your 

community before making separate piles, or you may find yourself rearranging your 

trash in order for them to pick it up.   When you do take trash to the street, be careful to: 

• Not fill drainage ditches 

• Not block fire hydrants, driveways, streets 

• Not place debris close to trees, power poles or anything that can impede pickup, as 

pickup is usually done with heavy equipment. 

KNOW WHAT CAN BE SALVAGED AND WHAT CANNOT 
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